
 

in the State of Colorado. GIVEN under my hand and the 

Executive Seal of the State of 

Colorado, this fourth day of 

December, 2014 
 

John W. Hickenlooper  

Governor 

WHEREAS, Colorado ranks first in the nation for private-sector aerospace employment per capita, and is home 

to more than 400 aerospace companies and prime contractors; and 
 

WHEREAS, two Colorado aerospace companies, Lockheed Martin Space Systems and United Launch Alliance, 

employ thousands of Coloradoans and are partners with NASA on a monumental milestone in the nation’s 

history – the Exploration Test Flight-1 (EFT-1) for the Orion spacecraft; and 
 

WHEREAS, Orion is NASA’s latest human-rated spacecraft that will usher in a new era of space exploration, 

taking humans farther than ever before; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Orion spacecraft will transport astronauts beyond low-earth orbit to destinations such as 

asteroids and eventually to Mars; and 
 

WHEREAS, Lockheed Martin Space Systems, headquartered in Jefferson County, is the prime contractor 

building the Orion spacecraft and is conducting the EFT-1 flight for NASA; and 
 

WHEREAS, United Launch Alliance, headquartered in Centennial, will launch the test flight of Orion on a 

Delta IV Heavy rocket, the world’s largest and most powerful launch vehicle flying today; and 
 

WHEREAS, during the EFT-1 flight, Orion will orbit the Earth twice, reaching an altitude of 3,600 miles – 

about 15 times farther into space than the International Space Station; and 
 

WHEREAS, the uncrewed EFT-1 flight will provide information and data critical to the safety of future missions 

that will carry astronauts to distant planetary bodies and provide abort capability, sustenance during space 

travel, and safe re-entry from deep space; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Orion spacecraft signifies Colorado’s leading role in America’s return to human space flight 

and is designed to meet the evolving needs of our nation’s deep space exploration program for decades to 

come; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Orion spacecraft is a prime example of the breadth and dynamism of Colorado’s aerospace 

industry, providing a high sense of pride for the state’s citizens; 
 

Therefore, I, John W. Hickenlooper, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby proclaim December 4, 2014, 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ORION SPACECRAFT DAY 


